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Best to keep Greene in plain sight

Republican U.S. Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene is the
duly elected representative of Georgia’s 14th District. 

Removing Greene, even by forced “resignation,” is
clearly counter to the intent of the citizens who elect-
ed her. It sets another bad precedent, and we’ve had
too many of those lately. 

It is better, I think, for her to continue to serve,
even though she:

h aggressively promotes conspiracy theories.
h harasses people who do not agree with her.
h has supported executing elected Democratic

leaders.
h places a “chosen” individual before our Consti-

tution.
By remaining, she will serve our country well by

being a visible and constant reminder of what the Re-
publican Party has become.

Douglas D. Griffin, Sarasota

Ridiculous to let 2 opinions rule on statue

You are kidding me.
Chris Anderson, in his column Feb. 2, called for the

sculpture Unconditional Surrender, on Sarasota’s
Bayfront, to be removed, writing that “if the statue
affects only those two vets, and those two vets only,
that is more than enough reason for the statue to
come down today.”

Two people are sufficient to cancel things now?
Kudos to Chris for following in the footsteps of for-

mer Herald-Tribune columnist Carrie Seidman, who
advocated that Pine View High School not use dona-
tions from parents to upgrade its air filter system un-
less all schools can. 

With such stunning logic, we can look forward to
all things being canceled.

Mary Hale, Sarasota

A lot riding on ex-president’s conviction

Suppose after the House impeachment, the Sen-
ate convicts our former president, Trump. What
would that say about us as Americans? 

Would it say that ethics are an important qualifi-
cation for a president? Would it say that lying over
and over is wrong? Would it say that allegations of
sexual misconduct are unacceptable? 

Would it say that inciting rioters to move to the
Capitol and “fight” is wrong, especially when people
die in the fight, the vice president is threatened, and
members of Congress are intimidated? 

Would it say that contesting the results of an elec-
tion without supporting evidence is wrong and not in
the interest of democracy? Might it imply that where
the president gets his money, revealed by his tax re-
turns, is the business of the people, not to be a care-

fully guarded secret?
The last time then-President Trump was im-

peached, those in charge at his Senate trial insisted,
“No new evidence! No new witnesses!” None were al-
lowed. The president was acquitted. 

When I listen to members of Congress saying how
they will vote before the trial has been held, I feel con-
cern.

We believe in democracy, free elections and the
Constitution. We Americans will watch how our sena-
tors vote. 

We Americans, vote!
Henry R. Danielson, Englewood

Push for coverage of lymphedema treatment

In recognition of World Cancer Day on Feb. 4, I
would like to draw attention to the often neglected sur-
vivorship issue of lymphedema, which causes swell-
ing of arms and/or legs. This incurable but treatable
condition affects 15% of cancer survivors overall and
40% of all breast cancer survivors.

When cancer treatments remove or damage lymph
nodes and vessels, lymphedema can result. All survi-
vors are at lifetime risk of developing this chronic and
potentially debilitating condition.

Worse yet, Medicare and many private insurance
plans fail to cover the medically necessary prescrip-
tion compression supplies required to manage lym-
phedema.

Without this central component of care, patients
are at significantly increased risk of infection and hos-
pitalization. Especially during this coronavirus pan-
demic, patients must have access to care.

On behalf of the millions of Americans with lym-
phedema, please ask Congress to close this coverage
gap. Visit http://LymphedemaTreatmentAct.org.

Diane Lydiksen, Englewood

Worst time to raise federal minimum wage

It’s the epitome of stupidity! 
President Joe Biden and the Democrats’ plan to

raise the federal minimum wage to $15 an hour is
dumbfounding to me, especially during the current
pandemic.

I’m no financial wizard, but it should be clear to any-
one who can think that the thousands of struggling
small businesses in America simply cannot afford this
disastrous idea.

I’m all for people being able to earn a living wage,
but this clearly won’t work and will only serve to fur-
ther the demise of small businesses and unravel the
threads that have made our country so strong.

This idea needs to be put to bed right now and, in-
stead, the administration should focus on getting our
kids back in school and businesses back open!

Mark Gotham, Nokomis
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For months now the city of Sarasota has admira-
bly done its part to lessen one of the pandemic’s dev-
astating ripple effects by placing a moratorium on
shutting off service to residents who were delinquent
on their water bills.

But that clearly was never meant to be anything
more than a stopgap measure to temporarily help Sa-
rasotans struggling to pay water charges because of
COVID-19’s wide-ranging economic impact.

In fact, it was unrealistic to assume the city could
keep extending the water shutoff moratorium with-
out facing stark consequences of its own – including
possibly jeopardizing its legal standing with bond-
holders who generally take a dim view of municipal-
ities declining to collect unpaid debts for infrastruc-
ture service that’s often heavily supported by bond
financing.

Given those realities Sarasota’s leaders can’t be
criticized for setting Feb. 20 as the end date for the
water shutoff moratorium, which has been in effect
since late last year.

The decision by the Sarasota City Commission to
drop the moratorium means that some 100-plus
households – all of which are currently 60 days or
more past due on their water bills – must pay at least
50% of the overdue amount by Feb. 20, and the re-
maining amount by Apr. 20.

Mayor Hagen Brody, who was an early champion
of implementing the moratorium, told the Herald-
Tribune Editorial Board that reversing the shutoff
freeze was a difficult but necessary step. “I’m thank-
ful that we were able to grant some type of reprieve
period during the holidays,” Brody said.

“But we just can’t provide the water service free of
cost anymore,” Brody added. “We did as much as we
could – and we’re still going to look for ways to help
with this issue.”

Indeed it’s possible that Sarasota’s nonprofit com-
munity – which has an amazing pillar of strength,
support and hope since the initial dark and uncertain
days of the pandemic – may be able to provide some
assistance to eligible area households seeking to set-
tle their delinquent water accounts.

If so, it will represent yet another reason why
when the history of Sarasota’s fight against COVID-19
is ultimately written, a lengthy chapter will be devot-
ed to the noble and tireless work of the city’s philan-
thropic community.

But make no mistake: history will also look kindly
on Sarasota’s city leaders for doing what they could –
for as long as they could – to help financially vulner-
able households keep water service flowing amid a
punishing pandemic.

While the moratorium clearly had to end, what
should endure is a sense of appreciation for the civic
compassion that led to it being put in place at all.
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Reprieve
for unpaid
water bills
had to end

The city of Sarasota will end its moratorium
preventing water service from being shut off in
households with delinquent bills. GERALDINE A. COLLIER

Imagine an education system modeled after Ama-
zon.com where parents choose educational pro-
gramming for their children from competing vendors
listed on a Florida Department of Education online
marketplace. This is what Florida state Sen. Manny
Diaz (R-Hialeah) has in mind with Senate Bill 48 – the
education scholarship programs proposal that was
introduced last week. 

Diaz’s bill consolidates five of the six scholarship
voucher programs into two programs: one for stu-
dents with disabilities and the other for regular edu-
cation students from low- and middle-income fam-
ilies. It switches out school vouchers for education
savings accounts and funds these accounts directly
from the Florida treasury. 

If this legislation passes, more than 220,000 of
Florida’s students – or 8% of all students in the state
– will receive education savings accounts. The lead-
ers of Step Up for Students, the nonprofit that admin-
isters Florida’s scholarship programs, say that’s
merely a starting point.

How do education savings accounts work? The
state Department of Education deposits a predeter-
mined amount of funds into debit accounts adminis-
tered by Step Up for Students for those eligible. A
parent can draw from the account, purchasing pretty
much any service or product loosely justified as edu-
cationally related – including part- or full-time tu-
ition to a private school. An Amazon-like website
marketplace – known as “My Scholar Shop” – already
exists with thousands of vendors. 

The legislation promoting education savings ac-
counts is diversionary and dangerous. 

It is diversionary because Florida public schools
are in crisis; they have been turned completely up-
side down by the pandemic. Enrollment is down,
valuable learning time has been lost, students are
traumatized and district leaders have no idea what
budgetary shortfalls may occur. Rather than focusing
on school privatization schemes like education sav-
ings accounts, the Florida Legislature should find
ways to support public schools by fully funding them.

Diaz and the other supporters of Senate Bill 48

steadfastly ignore real solutions to the many problems
that have historically plagued public education in Flor-
ida. Schools and communities, for example, have
struggled for decades to achieve racial equity – and to
close the achievement gap. Proven programs like full-
service community schools and dual language pro-
grams are either underfunded or not funded at all.
Meanwhile, vouchers to private schools have reached
$1 billion.

Education saving accounts are dangerous because
they have all the bad features of school vouchers along
with other troublesome features. While vouchers fund
only private schools, education savings accounts can
fund so much more. While vouchers have few regula-
tions, education savings accounts have even fewer. 

In addition education savings accounts encourage
homeschooling, learning pods, micro-schools and vir-
tual schools; these are just some of the many options
that parents can mix and match. The bottom line is
that education savings accounts will create a ‘free-for-
all” atmosphere with “anything goes” curriculum –
and with no general accountability and little transpar-
ency. 

An even bigger danger with education saving ac-
counts is that their backers – billionaire school reform-
ers like the Walton family, Charles Koch, Florida’s own
John Kirtley and others who are putting hundreds of
millions of dollars into organizing campaigns – see
this as a radical tool to restructure education. 

On a universal scale education savings accounts
would break education up into tiny, privatized pieces.
That would be tragic – the beauty of the public school
system, the cornerstone of American democracy, has
been its rich diversity with students from all sorts of
backgrounds, ethnicities and talents mixed together
as a “great equalizer.” 

Supporters of public education in Florida have al-
ready begun to mobilize to defeat Senate Bill 48. There
are lessons to be learned from similar battles in other
states – and particularly in Arizona, which has demo-
graphics comparable to those in Florida.

In Arizona parents, teachers and community mem-
bers defeated education savings account legislation
similar to what’s being proposed in Florida: they
formed Save Our Schools Arizona and created a mass
movement around a referendum campaign that re-
pealed the legislation by a large margin. 

This can happen in Florida, too. Let’s get to work.
Carol Lerner is a retired school social worker and

chair of Protect Our Public Schools Manasota.

Savings accounts proposal
would hurt Florida schools

Your Turn
Carol Lerner

Guest columnist
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